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I. THE PROJECT : 
BODY MEMORIES



Body Memories is an original choreographic project by choreographer Thea 
Bautista in collaboration with new media textile artist Chloe Bensahel and cre-
ative coder Jonathan Tanant. Using emerging textile wearable technologies, 
it focuses on the many stories told by a body and the space around it, using 
dance as a means of activation. 

        	 Inspired by Bautista and Bensahel’s multi-cultural experiences marked 
by migration, Body Memories is a two to three person dance piece that consid-
ers the coexistence of many narratives, cultures, and melodies within a single 
body, sometimes in frictional ways. Expanding on an interactive textile system 
developed by Bensahel and Tanant during a Google Arts and Culture residency 
in 2019, Body Memories applies it to garments that will allow dancers to control 
(by touch and pressure) multiple sound tracks along with lights installed in the 
space. This exploration aims to uncover how dancers can generate sounds 
themselves—either through physical interaction with their fellow dancer or 
by touching their own bodies. A composer will record custom tracks that will 
be programmed into different parts of the garments (i.e. a violin piece for a 
sleeve.) As sounds accumulate (for instance, when two parts of the costume 
are touched simultaneously), careful consideration will be given to harmonizing 
the various soundscapes that emerge. In some instances a sound will begin in 
one body and end in another, a testament to how culture can also be shared. 
Moreover, we will investigate the potential of interactive stage elements that 
could add to this dialogue so that sounds can also “spread” to objects installed 
in space.

        	 Through the fusion of interactive textiles, technology protocols, and ex-
pressive dance, our aim is to highlight the intricacy of identity resulting from a 
multicultural heritage. With wearable technology, the body becomes a conduit 
for dialogue, using spoken word and instrumental sounds that become increas-
ingly layered as the performance unfolds. The choreography itself becomes a 
language of embodiment, a story told through motion that draws from multiple 
cultural narratives. As they move, bodies act as instruments that amplify the 
inherent harmony and occasional dissonance that comes with embracing multi-
ple cultural identities. 

Body Memories thus offers a dynamic conversation between heritage and 
movement, a quiet remembering of the places that live on in one’s body.
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WATCH AN 
INTODUCTORY VIDEO 

HERE

https://youtu.be/TGGvvnVUwy0
https://youtu.be/TGGvvnVUwy0
https://youtu.be/TGGvvnVUwy0
https://youtu.be/TGGvvnVUwy0
https://youtu.be/TGGvvnVUwy0




II. COLLABORATORS



ALTHEA DANCE COMPANY
Althea Dance Company is a contemporary dance company created in New York 
by Théa Bautista in 2018 and established in France in Paris (Val-de-Marne) since 
2020.  

Althea Dance’s work is a blend of contemporary flow and seamless movement, 
yet very physical, which mixes floor work with the lines and extensions of the 
dancers.

Althea Dance focuses on international collaboration with artists from different 
fields such as writers, musicians, painters or visuals artists. The company enjoys 
presenting its work in surprising and unexpected places, like warehouses, art-
ist studios, art galleries or outdoor spaces. The company explores new ways of 
sharing dance with its audience and approach a public sometimes less well-ac-
quainted with contemporary dance. 

So far, Althea Dance Company has performed at important venues and theaters 
internationally such as Alvin Ailey Theater, Dumbo Dance Festival, White Wave 
dance festival, KoDaFe dance festival, Salvatore Capezio Theater, Triskellion Arts, 
The Center for Performance Research in New York and at Danse Lourdes Festi-
val, Blois Danse Festival and at the Fondation des États-Unis in Paris.

The company has developed strong partnerships with several institutions such 
as Prelude Project in New York for the collaborative project “From the Temple” 
choreographed for the visual artists Pinar&Viola and with the Fondation des 
États-Unis in Paris where the company has been in residency since 2018.

To date, Althea Dance Company has presented its work internationally in dif-
ferent parts of the world, mainly in the US, France and Mexico, and is aiming to 
continue expanding its multi-cultural artistic vision throughout the world.

Find out more: www.altheadance.com



Yves Winkin, president of Althea Dance 
Company since 2022, is a Belgian teach-
er-researcher.

In the 90s, he was a professor at the Univer-
sity of Liège, where he taught the anthropol-
ogy of communication, intercultural relations 
and the sociology of culture. He joined the 
École Normale Supérieure de Lyon in 1999 
and was its deputy director from 2006 to 
2010. He joined the Conservatoire national 
des Arts et Métiers in 2014, where he directed 
the museum from 2015 to 2019. Since 2008, 
he has also been extraordinary professor at 

the University of Liège, where he gives a monthly course in urban anthropology. 
He has been emeritus since October 1, 2018.

His training in kinesics — the study of communication through the body in mo-
tion — and his work in micro-sociology led him to take an interest in rereading 
the rites of interaction that contemporary dance offers in places that are ever 
closer to those of everyday life, a little as if dance gave back to society what it 
borrowed from it.

DIRECTION

Find out more: Click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeHF5ZXeytM


Théa Bautista is a Franco-Mexican-American 
dancer and choreographer and is the found-
er of Althea Dance Company.

She studied music and dance for 10 years at 
the Maurice Ravel conservatory in Paris and 
did a one-year program at the Rick Odums 
International Jazz Dance Center in 2013. She 
decided to go to New York to continue her 
training in 2014 and graduated from the Peri-
dance Capezio Center in June 2016.  

In the United States, she discovered the work 
from different choreographers such as Char-

lotta Öfverholm, Milton Myers, Ronald K. Brown, Catherina Rago and Igal Perry. 
She worked with several choreographers and companies including Shawn Bi-
ble, Oniin Dance Company, Azul Dance Theater, Horse Work Dance Project and 
IKADA Dance Company. It is also in New York that Thea created her own dance 
company – Althea Dance Company – in 2018.

Since her return to France in 2020, Thea has been dancing, as a freelance danc-
er, for the French compagnies R2 and MLNK while continuing her work as a cho-
reographer and dancer for Althea Dance Company. 

Her collaborative ventures extend to partnerships with visual artists, notably with 
PAN Publications for an exhibition at the Cité des Arts in Paris, as well as en-
gagement with the MASI collective. Noteworthy, among her projects is the fusion 
of dance and literature in ‘LAZAR,’ a collaborative endeavor with French author 
Olivier Benyahya. She has been entrusted with the creation of dance pieces for 
galleries and distinguished occasions, receiving commissions from esteemed 
institutions such as Prelude Project in New York and the Maison des Sciences de 
l’Homme in Belgium.

THEA BAUTISTA - ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF ADC
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Bautista artistic endeavors are deeply influenced by this multicultural back-
ground, delving into the intricate tapestry of human connections both on person-
al and societal dimensions. Her focal point lies in understanding power dynam-
ics, interpersonal engagements, decision-making processes, and the perception 
of reality within varying contexts. Central to her artistic exploration is the theme 
of identity, channeled through the body’s expressive language, capable of artic-
ulating emotions and self-awareness beyond the limitations of words.

Since 2018, Thea Bautista and her company have been welcomed as artists in 
residency at the Fondation des Etats-Unis (FEU) in Paris. Building on this part-
nership, she furthered her engagement and, in 2023, inaugurated the first edition 
of the FUSA Dance Festival (France-USA Dance Festival) in close collaboration 
with the FEU.

To date, Thea is currently working on various international projects which will be 
presented in France, the United States, Belgium and Mexico.

Watch an interview here.

https://youtu.be/yLUPs8z_27s


Chloe Bensahel is a Franco-American art-
ist who blends performance, traditional tex-
tile techniques, and emerging technologies 
to consider the relationship between be-
liefs and materials, text and textile. Inspired 
by her own intergenerational history of mi-
gration (Algeria, Morocco, France, USA), her 
work examines how materials can carry sto-
ries the way bodies do, sometimes covertly 
as embodied or coded language. Bensahel 
thus weaves, spins, tears, or strips materials 
from one state to another, in compositions 
that capture a trace of the material’s previ-
ous life. Recent works include collaborations 

with Google Arts and Culture on conductive thread technologies to allow tex-
tiles to speak through touch, inspired by the performative relationship to text in 
Judaism. Her work has been exhibited internationally including the Australian 
Tapestry Workshop (AUS), Le Mobilier National (FR), and the National Cathedral 
in Washington DC. In 2022 she completed a Smithsonian Artist Research Fellow-
ship at the Museum of American History and the Cooper Hewitt Museum on the 
invention of hand-woven memory devices for NASA space missions (Magnetic 
Core Memory.) 

Upcoming projects include a residency with the MIT media Lab researchers in 
2024.

CHLOE BENSAHEL

Find out more: www.chloebensahel.com



Jonathan Tanant, is a creative coder who 
specializes in interactive installations, photo-
grammetric captures, VR, AR, XR, and R&D. 
Tanant has worked for Google Arts and Cul-
ture on Creative coding on residencies with 
Google Jacquard and Fondation Luma, as 
well as developing VersaillesVR in collab-
oration with the Château de Versailles. He 
has also developed installations for artists 
Philippe Parreno, Clara Daguin, Cyril Lancelin 
(Art Basel,) and Sara Sadik.

Jon Lab is an SME run by Jonathan Tanant, 
trained as a sound engineer, who specializes 

in Interactive installations, Unity, electronic hacking, photogrammetric captures, 
VR, AR, XR, and R&D. Jon Lab has worked in 3D development for Google Arts and 
Culture, on Creative coding on residencies with Google Jacquard and Fondation 
Luma, as well as developing VersaillesVR in collaboration with the Chateau de 
Versailles. Jon Lab has also developed installations for artists Philippe Parreno, 
Clara Daguin, Cyril Lancelin (Art Basel,) Sara Sadik, and Chloe Bensahel.

JONATHAN TANANT

Find out more: www.jon-lab.org



III. VIDEO LINKS



https://youtu.be/TGGvvnVUwy0
Project presentation - 5min

VIDEO LINKS

PREVIOUS PROJECTS OF ALTHEA DANCE COMPANY 

1) www.altheadance.com/ 
Althea Dance Company’s website

2) www.altheadance.com/solode
Soloïde is a group piece for 4 dancers choreographed by Thea Bautis-
ta. In this work, Thea explores the themes of instrospection, isolation, 
reflection, renewal, and the cycle of History. 

3) www.altheadance.com/lazar
LAZAR is a duet choreographed by Thea Bautista after a novel by 
French author Olivier Benyahya. The piece was created in between 
Oaxaca (Mexico) and Paris.

4) www.altheadance.com/from-the-temple
“From the Temple” was choreographed for the Carvalho Parks Gallery 
in Brooklyn, New York. The choreographers Thea Bautista et Dorothea 
Garland created a piece to match the work of the visual artists Pinar 
& Viola.
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IV. PARTNERS



OUR PARTNERS

Althea Danse Company has benefited from a summer residency since 2018 in 
parallel with a contemporary dance course punctuated by a show open to the 
public at the Foundation1. In 2020, the residency took a different form, adjusted to 
the health context, with a creation period during the summer while the workshop 
and the show were offered in October/November. In 2022, this support program 
was further developed in order to offer a more complete creative residency, 
based on the provision of studios accompanied by a financial contribution. 

FONDATION DES ÉTATS-UNIS 1

EDITIONS DES ARCHIVES CONTEMPORAINES 2
The Editions des Archives Contemporaines2 specializes in the field of scientific 
and literary research. Their mission is to support efforts to share and disseminate 
knowledge. As part of our new creation, the Éditions des Archives Contempo-
raines have decided to support us with a financial contribution.  

1. https://www.fondationdesetatsunis.org/fr/residences-artistiques/
2. www.eac.ac
3. https://culture-ville-levallois.fr/salle-ravel/

THÉATRE DE LEVALLOIS - SALLE RAVEL 3
The Théâtre de Levallois3 supports Althea Dance Company by offering studio 
space for rehearsals and the company’s various projects.

https://www.fondationdesetatsunis.org/residences-artistiques/althea-dance-company/
http://www.eac.ac
https://culture-ville-levallois.fr/salle-ravel/




CONTACT

Artistic DirectorPresident

www.altheadance.com
     @altheadancecompany

Siret : 883 314 759 00027 | APE : 9001Z
Licence d’entrepreneur du spectacle D-2020-003537
Siège social : 23 bis rue Louis Bertrand, Ivry-sur-Seine, 94200 

Althea Dance Company

Yves Winkin 
yveswinkin29@gmail.com
+33 6 82 56 29 99

Théa Bautista
althea@altheadance.com
+33 6 10 88 34 75


